
“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for
you have taken your great power and begun to reign” - Revelation 11:17

This morning’s section of our Revelation series
brought us into the centre of God’s judgement

of the world. In two chapters filled with vivid and
disturbing imagery, John conveys to us God’s
ongoing intervention in history. The seven
trumpets portray this in terms of God’s judgement
made known through natural disasters and
supernatural beings; a physical world which is

disruptive and unpredictable, and a spiritual realm
which is vindictive and overwhelming. The last
three trumpet judgements are particularly
unsettling, with demonic activity against humanity
being disclosed. The greatest tragedy of the entire
section is the hardness of the human heart which,
in seeing such events unfold, refuses to
acknowledge God or repent.

A lmighty God I acknowledge the fearfulness of Your wrath and the righteousness of Your judgements. I praise You
that You are the judge of all the earth and that You always do what is right. I acknowledge my place among those

who deserve Your judgement, and I praise You for softening my heart by Your Spirit, and saving me from wrath through
the work of Your Son. I give thanks that You act on behalf of Your people, that You are angry with the injustice of
humanity, and that Your wrath shown now is a sample of Your wrath to come when you set all things straight. Teach
me gratitude for Your grace, love for Your justice, and a burden for those who will not bow their knee to You in
repentance. Lord God, You are very great and Your ways are past finding out – I bless You and honour You from my
heart today. In the name of Your beloved Son I pray, Amen.

• Of the natural and spiritual disasters depicted in Revelation 8-9 Peter Barnett says the following: “This is wrath
within history, partially revealed, which points to a wrath to be completely revealed at the end of history”. How
does such a thought affect your view of the unpredictability of our planet and the disasters that befall it? Is
there a difference between saying generally that God’s judgement can be witnessed in our world and tying
specific events to specific sins?

• This vision given to John is purpose built to convey the hardship and horror of being without Christ in the
world, and of God’s severity towards those who will not turn to Him. How can such events fuel your prayers
for those who don’t know Jesus? How can we use such chapters to praise and worship God? What actions can
such events prompt in us regarding evangelism and mission?

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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