
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me”

- Revelation 3:20

The church in Laodicea is in quite a bit of
trouble. Not only are they spiritually tepid and

distasteful, but they believe that they are thriving!
To this self-deceived fellowship, the Lord Jesus
mixes severity and mercy, grit and grace, writing to
them in a way which would shake their
complacency and relocate their confidence back to

the Saviour Himself. As we studied this as a church
today we were made aware of how strong and
necessary Jesus’ critique is in the life of the church,
and how steadfast His compassion is. Jesus invites
the Laodiceans back into sweet communion with
Him, and establishes promises for those who
conquer which are nothing short of wonderful.

A lmighty God, thank You for Your Son Jesus - for His love for, and commitment to, the local church. Thank you that
His love leads to reproof and discipline, and through to the process of recommitment and renewal. Search my heart

today, I pray. Where I have had false confidence in myself strip that from me, and by Your grace grant me all that I need
to live authentically for You, and in enjoyment of You. Thank You for the promise of communion now and in eternity –
please train my hope and identity on these life-changing truths, and help us as a church to cling solely and closely to Jesus
in all of His wonder and power. In His name I pray. Amen.

• Material prosperity can blind us to the depth of our need of Christ’s grace and help, in our individual lives and in
the life of the local church. Take some time with this quotation from John Piper, considering how applicable it is
to our context as Christian believers in the West, and praying for God to search our hearts about where our
confidence lies:

Satan enslaves people in two ways. One is by misery and suffering, making us think there is no
good God worth trusting. The other is by pleasure and prosperity, making us think we have all
we need so that God is irrelevant. His two great strategies of deceit are pain and pleasure. Pain
luring us to say, ‘God is evil’. Pleasure luring us to say, ‘God is not needed’. When he succeeds
in either deception, we are in bondage - Piper, John. “Providence” (p. 275). Crossway. Kindle Edition.

• Jesus stands at the door and knocks, promising sweet fellowship with us as we humble ourselves and seek the
grace and healing that only He can give. How will we respond today, and in the days to come?

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.

“
”
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