
“Behold I have set before you an open door which
no one is able to shut” - Revelation 3:8 (ESV)

Jesus loves the local church. This has beena major theme of our studies thus far in the
book of Revelation, and it is evidently on
display as the Saviour writes to the church in
Philadelphia. Unlike five of the other local
churches addressed in these chapters, Jesus
levels no critique of what the Philadelphian
Christians were doing, instead assuring them

of His power to open a door of opportunity
for them, His love which would vindicate
them, and His promise which secured them
as permanent residents in the house of God.
The importance of the life of the local church
is to the fore in this section, showing how
Jesus is at work in seemingly insignificant
gatherings to bring glory to His name.

Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for the gift of the local church. Thank You for the high value that Your
gospel places upon believers gathering and congregating as church fellowships. Thank You that Philadelphia

wasn’t small in the sight of the Saviour, thank You that we are not either. Please teach us to lean ever further into
the resources that belong to us in Christ, to buy up every opportunity to make Your gospel known, and to rest in
the reality of our coming future, forever in Your presence. All of this we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.

• Ours is a world which emphasises large scale lives and ideas. Adjusting our minds to the fact that Jesus
does great things through small places is both dizzying and deeply reassuring. Truth is never accessible
via a headcount, and as Christians in the 21st century we should be satisfied to seem politically and
culturally insignificant – God can do major work through minor players in His drama. What kinds of
attitudes of heart does this affirm for you? Does this truth offer any correction to your thinking?

• The letters to the seven churches constantly bring heaven to earth, and pull the future into the present
thinking of local fellowships. Jesus' promise of a place of certainty and security for the church in
Philadelphia is very touching, but also reassuring for us. Take some time this week to dwell on your
future privileges outlined in v12, if you have trusted Christ for salvation.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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