
“Remember what you have received and heard.
Keep it, and repent” - Revelation 3:3

Facing the facts about ourselves and our
souls is never easy work. All of us have a

certain resistance to being probed and
challenged, but listening to Jesus addressing
the local church means that we need to be
prepared for it. This morning we considered
the unsparing message that the Saviour shared
with the local church in Sardis. The news was

not good. They were renowned for life but
were, in reality, dead. Jesus’ counsel to them
is candid and positive, they are to remember
what they had believed, apply it afresh to
their hearts, and repent of their lifelessness
and listlessness. Those would not have been
easy steps, but life and growth often entail
pain before they yield rewards.

A lmighty God, thank You that Your Son Jesus loves us enough to rebuke and challenge us. Please protect us
from being image conscious, of prioritising spin over spiritual substance, of maintaining a system and service

rather than affection for Jesus. In Your mercy revive me, and please revive our church family so that our enjoyment
of You, and our effectiveness for You might be deepened and intensified. I ask all of this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

• How does Jesus’ challenge to the church in Sardis land with you? What kind of assessment would He
make of your heart and life, and the life of our church family? If our position is different from that of
Sardis, we should rejoice and humbly ask Him to continue to kindle life and ministry in our midst. If
we can see similarities between their condition and ours there is room for us to remember what we
heard in the gospel, ask God to help us to apply it, and to repent of a lifeless and listless Christianity.

• Lifelessness as a Christian is subtle in its onset, and can be hard to spot. Ask God this week to awaken
you to ways in which your Christian life could embody greater vibrancy and vitality. Some key
questions might be: how are my affections for Christ? How attentive am I to Him and to His word?
What am I valuing above Jesus? Where can I sense in my own soul a lethargy and lack of wakefulness?
Pray about these things.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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