
“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of
the first and the last, who died and came to life’” - Revelation 2:8

The local church in Smyrna were in deep
trouble. As Christians in their culture

they were marginalised, disenfranchised, and
held in very low esteem. Added to that was a
coming trial which would see some of them
consigned to prison and others delivered to

death. This morning we considered Jesus’
counsel to these beleaguered and persecuted
people, and thought through the sweet
consolation that His resurrection brings to all
suffering and opposition that the believer
might face.

Heavenly Father, thank You for the resurrection of Your Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Thank You that He has
conquered over sin, death, and hell. Thank You that through union with Him I have that same life and power at

work in my soul. Thank you that I will be crowned with life in glory, and that I will not be touched by the second death.
Please give me greater confidence in Jesus’ resurrection, and help me to apply its truth and comfort when I suffer for my
faith. Please bless my brothers and sisters across the world who will be imprisoned and executed for their faith. Make
the power of Your Spirit and the reality of Jesus’ resurrection their strength and consolation in the midst of fiery trial. I
ask all of this in the name of the Alpha and the Omega, Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen.

• In Jesus’ letter to Smyrna, His resurrection is held up as the centre and hub of Christian hope. To what
extent have we valued the resurrection of Jesus, in terms of its power and its capacity to sustain us in life
and in death? How often do you meditate on the fact that in Christ death is dead, and life is guaranteed to
us through union with Him? Reading 1 Corinthians 15 this week might help you to gain a deeper and fuller
resurrection hope.

• Opposition and persecution are always to be expected when Christians seek to live for Jesus in a hostile
culture. How has the gospel entailed opposition for you? How have you coped with such trials? Has the
resurrection of Jesus featured in your comfort and perseverance in the midst of opposition? Take time this
week to pray for greater gospel confidence, and also pray for your brothers and sisters around the world
who are facing true persecution and even martyrdom for their faith.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%202:8-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1Corinthians%2015&version=ESV
https://www.portadownbaptist.com/media
https://www.portadownbaptist.com/media/sermons/
https://www.portadownbaptist.com/media/sermons/
https://www.portadownbaptist.com/media
https://www.portadownbaptist.com/media/
https://www.youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch
https://www.youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch
https://www.youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

