
“The words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand,
who walks among the seven golden lampstands” - Revelation 2:1

Last week we witnessed the transcendent
Son of God, portrayed in all His glory and

risen power. This week we witnessed the
imminent Son of God, dwelling among His
people, addressing, encouraging and challenging
them. Writing to the church at Ephesus, the
Saviour is both warm in His praise of their

virtues and razor sharp in probing their deficits
as a gathering of His people. The Christians at
Ephesus were strong in their doctrinal
convictions, but had lost their affection for the
Lord and for the lost. Such a loss of love is so
serious that Jesus threatens to take away their
witness in their city if they don’t repent.

A lmighty God, thank You that Your Son Jesus stands in the midst of the local church. Thank You for His concern
for the welfare of the fellowship of Your worshipping people, and thank You for His love for us here in Portadown.

Please help us to hear what Jesus is saying to us, to take it to heart, and to seek to live with patient endurance, with
doctrinal clarity and, most of all, with love for You, for Your people, and for the lost. Kindle my heart to love You, listen
to You, and to share You with my world. I ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

• Having our minds properly trained on the truth of the gospel is vital. The Ephesians had such a well-
defined view of doctrine that they could filter for error and exclude teaching contrary to the truth. That
ability matters more than ever in our generation, and calls us to train our minds in such a way that we love
the truth and have no time for error. How can you discipline your mind to so know the truth of the gospel
that you won’t accept any substitutes? What kind of reading, listening, and praying need to take place for
you to enjoy such discernment? What place do those disciplines have in your life?

• Love is the key ingredient in church life. To know the gospel inside out, to have a root intolerance for
error, but to lose one’s love for the Lord and the lost is tragic. It is easy to lose our first love and to keep
labouring in the Lord’s work without recognising that loss – mistaking busyness for devotion. Take some
time this week to talk with the Lord about where your heart is toward Him, His people, and those who
don’t know Him as Saviour. Ask Him, by His Spirit, to keep your heart aflame with love for Him, or to
rekindle that flame if its light has grown dim.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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