
“Now, my God, strengthen my hands”
- Nehemiah 6:9

P ressure and opposition are perennial
problems in the life of the Christian. In

recent weeks our series in the book of
Nehemiah has highlighted for us the various
forms that spiritual warfare can take, even
though it always comes from a common source.
This morning we dwelt on opposition which
was specifically targeted at Nehemiah, his
enemies using insinuation and open threats as a

means of distracting his mind and degrading his
leadership. In all of this, Nehemiah held fast to
the Lord, implicitly trusting Him, and looking
to Him for strength. Our calling is the same,
with the Apostle Paul’s injunction in Ephesians
6:10 to ‘be strengthened by the Lord and by His
vast strength’, being as vital today as it was
when first written.

A lmighty God, I thank You that while my enemy is strong he is not sovereign. I bless You that while my faith
and witness are opposed, You are for me, Your strength is with me, and You have promised to strengthen me.

Please give me that power and encouragement that I need to keep going in the fight of faith. I pray too for those
whom You have appointed to leadership in our church family. Please strengthen them for the tasks they have been
assigned and protect them from the evil one. I pray this in the victorious name of Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen.

• Think through some ways in which you have faced spiritual opposition in the past, or are presently
experiencing it. Take time to fully recognise the stress and strain this has brought to you, and perhaps
even to friends and loved ones supporting you. Bring all of this to the Lord and, following Nehemiah’s
example, ask for fresh strength to stand for Him day by day.

• In Nehemiah 4 the opposition facing the Jerusalem building project was general and widespread,
whereas in chapter 6 it is personal and specific to Nehemiah. There is no doubt that spiritual
leadership makes those seeking to discharge it a particular target for Satan. Please pray for those in
Portadown Baptist who are seeking to serve God in leadership.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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