
“Remember the great and awe-inspiring Lord, and fight for your countrymen,
your sons and daughters, your wives and homes” - Nehemiah 4:14

In the Christian life and Christian ministry
opposition is inevitable. Jesus warned His

followers that they would have trouble in this
world (John 16:33) and every generation of
believers before and since has proved the
truth of His statement. Today we witnessed
opposition to the work that the Lord gave
Nehemiah to do. We noticed some of the

tactics of the enemy who engages in mocking
and militant behaviour to discourage and
frighten God’s servants, but we also rejoiced
in God’s presence with His servants, in the
blessing of prayer, and the practical/spiritual
steps that can be taken in order to be vigilant
and victorious in the fight.

A lmighty God, in the midst of opposition and hostility help me to remember that You are the awe-inspiring
Lord, and to actively seek to press on in my walk with You. Thank You for the victory that I have in Christ

Jesus Your precious Son, and thank You that I can now lay all of my fears about the spiritual fight I am in at Your
feet. Lord strengthen us, Lord please protect us, Lord please give us courage to face the foe in the strength of Your
risen Son, Jesus. In His name I pray. Amen.

• Can you recognise the symptoms of spiritual opposition that Nehemiah 4 identifies for us? Has this
been your past experience or is it part of your present experience as a Christian? Take time to
prayerfully acknowledge the reality of opposition, its detrimental effect on our sense of spiritual
stability, and its capacity to distract us from living for Christ and serving Him effectively.

• Nehemiah and his peers responded prayerfully and practically to the threats of their opponents.
Specifically, they appealed to the Lord for protection, they assessed where the community was most
vulnerable, and they sought to advance the work with measured vigilance. How do those actions relate
to your struggle with the enemy of your soul, and how does God’s character and grace encourage you
to face opposition? Pray about these things.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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