
“The seed in the good ground: these are the ones who, having heard the word with an
honest and good heart, hold on to it and by enduring, produce fruit” - Luke 8:15 (CSB)

This evening we spent time with Jesus as the
great storyteller, the sharer of parables

which powerfully convey key truths about God’s
kingdom. Jesus instructs His disciples that while
parables make truth plain, for those who refuse
to accept His word they lead to even greater
condemnation. Listening carefully is at the heart
of how Jesus instructs His followers in this
passage, encouraging them to see the vital work

that God’s word must do in our hearts if we are
to live fruitful and faithful lives. As the word of
God is made known it is often received without
care, without root, and without fruit, leading to
the tragedy of unbelief. The parable of the soil
encourages us to see the need to have open
hearts, which are good and fruitful soil for the
word of God to do its work.

A lmighty God, thank You that You have spoken and that You continue to speak. Thank You for revealing
Yourself in Your Son, and revealing Your Son to us in Your word, and by Your Spirit. Please help me to listen

well to what You say, so that Your truth might bear fruit in my life. Please give grace to trust Your encouragements,
and to respond to Your challenges. Help me to be a faithful sower of Your word, and help me to see Your sovereign
power at work in bringing people to trust You and follow You in their lives. All this I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

• As a listener: how concerned are you to hear what Jesus has to say? Take some time to look at the differing
responses that the four soils represent. Are you a careful listener to the Lord’s word, earnestly desiring that
His truth would take root and bear fruit in your life, or do other things get in the way, choking out the
challenge and blessing of God’s word? Take time to prayerfully consider this.

• As a speaker of God’s word: take time to revise the responses Jesus predicts God’s word will have. If you
are keen to make Jesus known in your world, to your family and friends, neighbours and colleagues, how
can the parable of the sower encourage you and govern your expectations? If you are actively involved in
the departments of the church, sharing God’s word, pray that God would grant good ground for the seed
to be sown in, so that children, young people, and adults would receive God’s truth as they ought to.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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