
“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you” - Luke 6:27-28

In this evening’s message we were faced with adirect challenge about how we respond to
those who mistreat us for the gospel’s sake.
Contrary to how many in Jesus’ day, and in our
own, viewed wrong and revenge, the Saviour
urged His followers to the habit of forgiveness.
Such an attitude is not only counter-cultural but

counter intuitive, crossing our tendency to want
vindication or retribution for harm done to us.
The motive for such living is the gospel in the life
of the Christian, and the conduct of God towards
His creation. God blesses the wicked and the just,
and so should we as we live with opposition and
even persecution for what we believe.

A lmighty God, I am astonished at Your love for those who oppose, resent, and resist You. I confess that, without
Your grace, this is exactly how I would live. Thank You for loving me when I hated You, thank You for showering

me with grace when I tried to keep You out of my life. Thank You for Your chief grace to me in Your Son the Lord Jesus
Christ. Thank You for forgiveness and eternal life. Please help me to live as Your Son has commanded me. Fill me with
Your Holy Spirit in this incoming week to love, live, and forgive in such a way that persuades my enemies of Your reality
and truth. All this I ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.

• Loving our enemies is the essence of Christian meekness, but it could easily be mistaken for weakness. We
live in a world of tightly drawn lines of who is ‘in’ and who is ‘out’, with ‘cancel culture’ the order of the day.
As Christians we are to live differently and distinctly. How does this teaching make you feel? In what ways
do you struggle to apply Jesus’ teaching? Ask Him to give you the strength you need to walk in the way that
He commands.

• Love for our enemies is characterised not merely by bearing what is done to us, but by blessing those who
curse us. This means proactive ministry to those who hate us the most. In what ways can we as a church
family bless those who are against us? What kinds of good works can we embody towards groups who
militantly stand against what we believe? In your own sphere of influence (home, work, community, social
media etc) how can you show this love towards those who oppose you? Where you have failed to live in this
way (and all of us have), it would be beneficial to ask God to forgive you, and grant you grace to reach out
to those who reject and resent you.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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