
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh”
- Luke 6:21 (ESV)

In our study this evening we encountered thefirst long-form sermon from Jesus that Luke
records in his gospel. The preaching ministry of
Jesus is direct, candid, and thoroughly
challenging; confronting the hearts of His
followers with the demands and delights of
what it means to follow Him. Jesus explained

that it is possible to suffer now and yet rejoice
with our heavenly future in prospect. He also
issued a challenge about mere temporal
comfort with eternal consequences. The
challenge and consolation of Jesus’ gospel is that
we might be asked to give up everything for
His sake and yet that loss is our ultimate gain.

A lmighty God, thank You for the realism and consolation of the preaching ministry of Your Son, Jesus. Help
me, by Your grace, to venture everything for the sake of the cause of Your gospel. Please help me to find joy in

Jesus even when I feel the pinch or feel unpopular for belonging to You. Please give me courage and grant me
consolation, and please teach me to trust You in the trial of being different for Christ’s sake. I thank You for the
joy of knowing You, and my present joy in the future promise of Your coming kingdom. All this I offer and ask in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, my Saviour. Amen.

• The call of Jesus on the life of His disciples led them away from security and into personal uncertainty;
away from comfort and into reliance. In what ways is God laying a challenge on your heart in these days?
What kinds of emotions do you feel when you contemplate making sacrifices for the sake of the gospel?
Take some time to read through the blessings and the woes of the Sermon on the Plain, asking God to make
you willing to venture all that He would ask of you for the sake of His glory.

• Jesus pronounces blessing on those whose lot does not look happy to the outside eye, and woes on those
who seem to have it made. If you have been suffering for your faith, these words should give you heart
and help in the path you have been walking. None of us find it easy to be excluded, slandered, and insulted
– least of all for our beliefs. If this is how things have been for you of late, take time to think about the
blessedness Jesus proclaims for those who trust and follow Him. Ask Him to give you fresh faith and fresh
joy, even if the going is very tough for you.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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