
“Jesus answered... ‘I have not come to call the
righteous but sinners to repentance’” - Luke 5:32

The people with whom Jesus kept company can
be surprising when we first read about them.

His associates and friends did not come from the
upper echelons of society, nor were they marked by
moral credit in their community. The people Jesus
called were despised and morally compromised,
sinners whose work and lifestyles marked them out
as being far from God.

In tonight’s message we witness that these are
exactly the kinds of people whom Jesus came to call
to repentance, and to redeem through His work on
the cross. The grace and condescension of Jesus are
deeply affecting and life changing for those who
come into contact with Him.

Father God, thank You for the grace of Your Son the Lord Jesus Christ. Thank You that You have shown Your love
for me in Him. Thank You for calling me, a sinner, to repentance, and rescuing me from my sin. Please help me to

follow the example of Jesus. Please help me to relate to my world with authenticity, compassion, and courage. Please
help me to go where people are, and speak the truth of Your gospel into their lives. Give me strength and resolve for this
task. I pray this all in Jesus’ name. Amen.

• Jesus’ insistence on calling sinners should be a great source of assurance and consolation to us. When we look
into our own hearts we find them to be rebellious rather than righteous, sinful rather than pure. Jesus’ words
and Jesus’ works should greatly help us, as they show His determination to save those who are lost and who
have no hope of making themselves righteous. Take time this week to thank the Lord Jesus for this amazing
grace to you: grace that met you where you were, called you to repentance, and gave you new life.

• Jesus’ approach to reaching others in Luke 5 is a great example and challenge. We have a tendency to sanitise
or privatise the gospel, subtly coming to believe that it is the preserve of moral people. Jesus shows us how
deeply He would plunge in order to lift sinners to heaven. Are we willing to do the same? Are we willing to
forge friendships with people whose lives are far from righteous? Are we willing to be compassionately present
with them in our town and neighbourhood? Are we willing to show true love, and speak true words – calling
those around us to repentance and faith? These are searching questions, not to be answered lightly, but to be
prayerfully brought before the Lord, asking Him to help us to be faithful to His example.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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