
“The Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”
- Luke 5:24

This evening we absorbed the shock and
blessing of Jesus’ claim to be able to

forgive sins. With disparaging religious leaders
as His audience, Jesus demonstrates a great,
but invisible, miracle (granting forgiveness) by
performing a lesser, though easily recognisable

miracle (healing). The healing of the man
lowered through the roof was a sign pointing
to the greater and deeper reality of Jesus’
ability to deal with humanity’s deepest
problem.

A lmighty God, thank You for Your Son Jesus. Thank You for His miracles which point me to who He is, and
remind me of His power to forgive. I thank You for Jesus’ amazing work in my life, thank You that my sins

which are so many have been fully and freely forgiven in Him, through faith. I praise Your name. Please give me
a sense of daily urgency to bring my loved ones, my friends, my neighbours, and my wider community to Jesus.
Thank You that He can uniquely meet their need of salvation. Please do this work in their lives for Your glory.
This I pray in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

• How we apply this passage depends on what lens we look at it through. From the perspective of the
paralysed man’s friends, their faith and determination to get him to Jesus is exemplary. They saw their
friend’s need, they knew Jesus’ power, and they would stop at nothing to gain access to Him. Are our lives
marked by the same desperate urgency to bring our friends, family, and community to Jesus? Do we truly
believe that He can meet the needs of those we love, and those among whom we live. Pray for
opportunities to lead others to the Saviour.

• Looking at this episode from the perspective of Luke’s concern to portray Jesus in His glory can be helpful
to us in application as well. Jesus is no mere ‘healer on tour’, but He is the Son of Man and Son of God.
His healing ministry invites us to see Him for who He is and worship Him. We should also give thanks for
His miraculous work in our lives – to be forgiven of our sins is to experience His unique and wonderful
power. Take time this week to praise Him for who He is, and what He has done.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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