
“Jesus said to them, ‘I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God
to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose’” - Luke 4:43

Luke 4:31-44 provides us with a vital ‘day in
the life’ view of Jesus’ ministry. All of the

events in these verses take place in one 24-hour
period, and show us something of the quantity
and quality of activity that characterised His
ministry. Prominent among the themes here are
the Saviour’s conflict with demonic powers, His
compassion for those who are afflicted, and His
commission to preach the Kingdom of God.

These are vitally important categories for us to
meditate on. They give us grounds to worship the
One whose power over Satan and the effects of
the Fall are absolute, and to bless His name for
the gospel of the Kingdom He preached. They
also encourage us to live in the light of the fact
that our faith is in this Sovereign Christ, and to
minister in the power He demonstrated and that
He gives to us as His followers.

Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Your Son. Forgive me for living at times as though the revolution of the
incarnation hasn’t really taken place. I praise You for His supremacy over Satan, His authority over sickness,

and His mandate to preach Your unending Kingdom. Please help me, by Your Holy Spirit, to live in the light of who
Jesus is, what He came to do; and what He continues to do in my life, and the life of the world. I pray all of this in His
glorious name. Amen.

• If we are from backgrounds where stories of Jesus were regular, miracles can seem like common things. We can
expect Jesus to heal and to exorcise with a sense of routine and presumption. If that is the case, we need to mine
passages like Luke 4 deeply. Perhaps this week you could take time to really consider what it is for Jesus to be
supreme over Satan, for Him to publicly and powerfully reverse the effects of the Fall, and to preach such amazing
news about God’s coming kingdom. We should pray that, like His first hearers, we will be ‘astonished’ at Him (v32).

• The coming of Jesus into the world has changed everything. Take time to think about this revolutionary fact. How
will this affect your view of this week? When Satan assails you, remind yourself that he is a defeated foe, crushed
beneath our Saviour’s foot. When the effects of the Fall press in on you, bring to mind that Jesus is the healer: at
times immediately in our lifetime, and ultimately in eternity. When the direction of history seems random, and
events unpredictable, remind yourself that the message of Jesus points us to a Kingdom which cannot be shaken.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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