
“Be imitators of God, as beloved children”
- Ephesians 5:1

One of the fascinating things about reading
Scripture is that there are no doctrines which

do not require application, and no applications that
don’t lean their weight on the doctrine of who God
is and what He has done for us. That is particularly
evident in the section of Ephesians which we are
currently studying on Lord’s Day mornings. Paul is
taking the wonderful truths of the gospel and
showing how they affect our lives at so many levels.

In this morning’s message we saw that our
forgiveness as sinners and our adoption as God’s
children should powerfully change how we deal
with other believers. Our forgiveness of others
depends on God’s forgiveness of us for its measure,
and our love for one another depends on Jesus’ love
for us in its actions. None of us can fail to be
humbled by what God has done for us in Christ,
and what God asks of us in Christ.

A lmighty God, how You have loved and forgiven me in Christ Jesus your Son! I am humbled by Your mercy which
withholds from me what I deserve, and Your grace which gives to me what is Christ’s. Thank You for loving me

enough to send Your Son for my salvation, thank You for forgiving me. Teach me, Lord, to forgive those who wrong me,
and to love those in Your family with Christ-like love. Change my heart, and strengthen my hands to imitate You each
day. I ask all of this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

• Forgiveness can be a very complicated area of our Christian lives. Where we have been abused or horrifically
mishandled, true gospel steps must be taken to seek repentance, reconciliation, and restitution – placing the burden
on the offender rather than the offended. In Ephesians 4, Paul is dealing with Christians’ normal interactions with
one another, the everyday potential for the build-up of bitterness and disagreement. In these circumstances our
calling is quite simply to forgive as God has forgiven us. This is humbling and challenging, but absolutely necessary.
In what areas have you been harbouring ill-feeling? How have you handled disagreement or grievance with other
believers? The challenge is to look to the cross, and how much God has done to forgive you in Christ. Bring your
grievances to His grace, and ask for strength in the Holy Spirit to forgive as you have been forgiven.

• Love is indispensable in our fellowship. Love is one of the primary ways we show a family likeness to God. Ask God
to increase your love for the fellowship of believers in Portadown Baptist, and in the global church. Look to Christ’s
love, and how far He has gone to demonstrate it. Pray that we would be a community of deep love, and Christ-like
affection for one another.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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