
“Grace was given to each one of us according to
the measure of Christ’s gift” - Ephesians 4:7

Amajor theme that has emerged so far from our
studies in the book of Ephesians is that of

Christian unity. Over and over again we have
witnessed how the unity of God’s people is
essential to God’s eternal plan to unite all things in
Christ, and is the ethical basis of how we relate to
one another in the local church. This morning we
considered how that teaching beautifully integrates

with Paul’s teaching on diversity, and its vital work
in building up the Church. The ascended Lord
Jesus Christ has dispersed diverse gifts in His
Church, globally and locally. Their origin is in His
finished work, and their energy comes from His
sovereign power. Each and every gift is donated by
Christ and designed by Him to help the Church to
grow in unity and effectiveness.

Heavenly Father, thank You for the gift of Your Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Thank You for His incarnation, for His
earthly life, His sacrificial death, His glorious resurrection, His victorious ascension, and His promised return.

Help me to take in the fulness and wholeness of what Jesus has done for me. Please help me to appreciate those whom
You have gifted for my growth. Please help me also in identifying and employing the gifts that You have given to me.
Help me to use them for Your glory, and for the spiritual growth of my brothers and sisters in Christ. All of this I ask
in the powerful and beautiful name of Your perfect Son. Amen.

• In our consideration of Jesus’ work we often major on His death and resurrection. That is completely
appropriate, but Paul also emphasises Jesus’ ascension as central to the vitality of the local church. Think
through the fact that Jesus has ascended into heaven and has given His promised Holy Spirit for the life and
growth of His people. Take time to praise Jesus for His ascension, and His faithfulness to His promise to give
everything needed for our spiritual life and health.

• Diverse gifts are given by Jesus for the glory of His name, and the good of His people. Perhaps your gift set
doesn’t align with those roles spelled out in Ephesians 4, but the New Testament is very clear that there are
many other giftings with which Jesus has graced His people. Praise God for those whom He has used to build
you up in your faith, but also take an audit of how He has been using you, or could be using you in Portadown
Baptist Church. Are you concerned to know your gifts, grow your gifts, and give your gifts back for the blessing
of others? What might that look like for you?

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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