
“That he might create in himself one new man in
place of the two, so making peace” - Ephesians 2:15

G rasping that the gospel has an impact
beyond our personal story is a very

powerful thing. In our culture the individual is
often the focus of advertising and social media,
but the Apostle Paul in Ephesians is emphasising
the ‘big picture’ cosmic implications of Jesus’
work for us as Saviour. In today’s passage we have

been considering just how wide the gulf was that
Jesus spanned for Gentiles, uniting them with
Himself, and uniting them with Jews who had
likewise believed. Old divisions and prejudices
were destroyed by Jesus’ death on the cross, and
new bonds of fellowship were forged which
transcend any mere earthly or ethnic concerns.

Heavenly Father, thank You for the peace-making work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross. I bless Your
name that I enjoy peace with You today. Thank You that I have ready access to Your throne through Jesus’

perfect offering of Himself. Thank You too for the peace that Jesus has brought between those who trust Him.
Thank You that there is no stronger bond than being brothers and sisters in Christ. Help me to view my fellow
believers this week as those whom Jesus died to unite me to. Help me to love them, and forgive me for times when
I lose sight of how deep our bonds are in Christ. This I pray in the name of the One who died to bring us peace,
and to be our peace, Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen.

• How often do we think through the dramatic unity that Jesus died to bring between those who trust in
Him? We are well acquainted with having peace between our soul and God, but perhaps less well versed
in thinking about the interpersonal change it makes to have received salvation. Old prejudices are laid
aside, and a new humanity is formed, consisting of those who are in vital union with Christ Jesus, and
visible union with one another. Take some time to praise God for the scale of His saving work, and to
repent of any spirit of disunity you might have been harbouring.

• Sometimes focussing on a single sentence of Scripture can be a powerful way of feeling its weight. This
week it would be so helpful for all of us to dwell on the phrase ‘He Himself is our peace’ (Ephesians 2:14).
As you meditate on this truth, ask God to set your heart alight with the wonder of what Jesus has achieved
for us.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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