
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God” - Ephesians 2:8

Understanding what the gospel is, and what it
isn’t, is crucial to our whole sense of who God

is, who we are, and how we are to live.

In the early part of Ephesians 2 Paul is reminding his
readers about their past, and about how exactly
they were saved. The news is humbling and
exhilarating – nothing that the Ephesians did gave
them life, none of their works warranted

forgiveness, and yet in His grace God has saved
them. While salvation isn’t by works, it is to works
– and Ephesians 2:10 gives the first hint of the
teaching that will come in chapters 4 and 5 about
the ethical change the gospel makes in individual
lives. The Ephesians once walked in their trespasses
and sins (v2), but now by God’s grace they are
empowered to walk in good works (v10). What a
revolution the gospel of grace truly is.

A lmighty God, I am humbled afresh by Your grace to me in the gospel. Thank You that You accept me, not because
of my performance, but because of Your loving kindness and mercy to me in Christ. Forgive me for times when I

don’t appreciate Your gospel as I ought, and also for those times when I struggle to assimilate and apply the fact that I
am fully forgiven for all my sins. I glorify You in Your grace. I bow before You in Your mercy. I love You because You
have loved me. Help me now to serve You because You have saved me. Teach me to rejoice in Your good workmanship
and to walk in the good works that You have given me to do. I pray this in Jesus’ name, by Your grace. Amen.

• Salvation by works is the default position of almost every major religion and minor cult in the world. Many
will affirm the dignity of Jesus and something of the mercy of God, but the scandal of the true gospel is that it
relies in its entirety on God’s grace and kindness. Take some time this week to reflect on how impotent you
were to save yourself, and how loving, merciful, and gracious God has been in your life.

• One of the major challenges of the Christian experience is to truly live in the light of God’s grace to us. Many
of us have a reflex to fall back on works, or begin to entertain the idea that we have been brought to God, or
stick with God, by something of our own efforts. How has your understanding of sheer grace impacted you?
Do you struggle to process the fact that you are fully accepted by grace? Where you feel assurance and joy in
your salvation, translate this into praise, where you have struggled with assurance and acceptance ask God, by
His Spirit, to confirm for you the wonder of His gospel work in your soul.

Listen/Podcast: portadownbaptist.com/media Watch: youtube.com/PortadownBaptistChurch

“Sunday into Monday” is designed to help all of us take away some key points from one of the messages we have
heard together as a church family. We all know that it is possible to listen to a sermon, even appreciate it, but

appropriating and applying what God says in His word is crucial to our worship of Him and our Christian living.
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